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What the Savior Sees 
Session 1 

 

 

 

Luke 15:1-7 

 

Why is evangelism so difficult for us but so easy for Jesus? 

 

 

1. The Savior sees the danger. 

 

“The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. 

The rich man also died and was buried. In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up 

and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. So he called to him, 'Father 

Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool 

my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’” 

~Luke 16:22-24 

 

2. The Savior sees the value. 

 

 

3. The Savior sees the joy. 

 

“We often say of the angels that they rejoice over one sinner that repents. I doubt not 
that they do, but the Bible does not say so. The Bible says, ‘There is joy in the presence 
of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.’ What means the presence of the 

angels? Why, that the angels see the joy of Christ when sinners repent. Hear them say 

to one another, ‘Behold, the Father’s face! How he rejoices! Gaze on the countenance of 
the Son! What a heaven of delight shines in those eyes of his! Jesus wept for these 

sinners, but now he rejoices over them’” 

        ~Charles Spurgeon 

 

“If you are eager for real joy, such as you may think over and sleep upon, I am 
persuaded that no joy of growing wealthy, no joy of increasing knowledge, no joy of 

influence over your fellow-creatures, no joy of any other sort, can ever be compared 

with the rapture of saving a soul from death, and helping to restore our lost brethren to 

our great Father’s house.”         

         ~Charles Spurgeon 
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Evangelism for Everyone 
Session 2 

 

 

“And he began to speak to them in parables. “A man planted a vineyard and put a fence 
around it and dug a pit for the winepress and built a tower, and leased it to tenants and 

went into another country. When the season came, he sent a servant to the tenants to get 

from them some of the fruit of the vineyard. And they took him and beat him and sent him 

away empty-handed. Again he sent to them another servant, and they struck him on the 

head and treated him shamefully. And he sent another, and him they killed. And so with 

many others: some they beat, and some they killed.”  Mark 12:1-5   

 

1. Motivations for evangelism 

 

 The Unstoppable Gospel 

 Evangelism exists because God designed men and women to bring Him 

glory.  God is passionate about His glory and has guaranteed that He will 

rescue sinners to delight in His goodness and grace.  He has chosen to 

redeem a people through the gospel.  

 We see in Scripture that the gospel is more than a message about what God 

has done or promised to do. The gospel is “the power of God for salvation” 
(Romans 1:16). It’s a dynamic, unstoppable force which goes forth to 
accomplish God’s will. 

 “Much religious discourse is little more than words and ideas about religious 

subjects.  Not so the gospel.  The gospel is God at work.”  Robert Mounce 

 “All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has been 
doing among you since the day you heard it and understood God’s grace in 
all its truth.”  Colossians 1:5-6 

 “The gospel is like a lion.  All the preacher has to do is to open the door of 

the cage and get out of the way!”  D.L.  Moody 

 

 The Spirit’s Power 

 Fortunately, God doesn’t expect us to muster up our own strength and 

courage to proclaim the gospel. That’s very reassuring for most of us!  He 
promises to give us power for the work He has commanded. Through the 

Holy Spirit, God fills and empowers us to be His bold witnesses (Acts 1:8). 

 How often do you pray for God to fill you with His Spirit? 

 Attempting evangelism without the Holy Spirit’s power is like flying a kite with 
no wind.  You can run around till you’re blue in the face, but it’ll never get off 
the ground.  We serve a God who gives His Spirit gladly.  Let’s ask Him to fill us 
daily, then look for opportunities to walk in His Spirit and share our faith.   
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 The Great Commission 

 “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 

commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  
Matthew 28:19-20 

 There is a transfer of authority. 

 And a promise that Jesus will be with us as we share the gospel. 

 

2. Called to evangelism. 

 

 Maybe you know that evangelism is dangerous but you just don’t think it’s worth it. 
 Maybe you think you have to have to be a certain type of person to do evangelism.   

 Maybe you don’t feel like you have the “gift” of evangelism.   
 Maybe you think that in order to do evangelism you have to be made that way. 

 A better way of looking at evangelism is as a spiritual discipline. 

 “That’s why I say evangelism is a Spiritual Discipline.  Unless we discipline 

ourselves for evangelism, it is very easy to excuse ourselves from ever 

sharing the gospel with anyone.”  Donald Whitney 

 A spiritual discipline is something you have to work on and grow in. 

 And something you are accountable to other Christians for. 

 Christians don’t need to be uniquely gifted to evangelize - we need to be equipped.  

 We are all commanded to reach out to the lost with the gospel (Matt 28, Mark 1, 

John 20, Acts 8, Romans 1, Col 4, 1 Thes 1, 2 Tim 4, James 5, 1 Pet 2). 

 Regardless of how weak you feel in evangelism, you aren’t disqualified from doing it. 
 

“I think one of the reasons we get spooked by the idea of evangelism is that the devil 
has played a cunning trick on the church. He’s convinced us either that it’s something 

that is not our job, or that it’s something that should be our job but we can’t do it. He 
whispers to us: You’re not an evangelist. You’re not confident, outgoing or good at 

answering questions. You don’t need to evangelize. You can’t evangelize!” 

~Rico Tice 

 

3. Defining Evangelism 

 

 Evangelism is not about erasing our fear. 

 It’s about overcoming your fear (by being filled with the Spirit) and reaching out anyway. 
 “How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can 

they believe in the one of whom they have not heard?”  Romans 10:14   

 Definition - we simply need to share gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit and leave 

the results to God.  

 

4. Different Ways to do Evangelism 
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 You don’t have to be someone that you’re not.  God wants to use you with all your 

strengths and weakness and your personality to reach the lost.  

 The book of Acts shows us how different evangelism can look, depending on 

someone’s unique background, training, and personality: 
 Peter (ch. 2) - bold and direct. 

 Stephen (ch. 7) - traced the Bible’s storyline to Jesus. 
 Philip (ch. 8) - one on one Bible study with Ethiopian eunuch. 

 Paul (ch. 17) - intellectual and apologetic in his approach to Athens. 

 Aquila & Priscilla (ch. 18) - team approach to reach people with the gospel. 

 6 different styles of evangelism: 

 Direct 

 Intellectual 

 Invitational 

 Testimonial 

 Relational  

 Serving 

 

5. The Importance of Building Friendships 

 

 God has given each of us a desire to reach people with the gospel, and one of the 

best ways to do this is through genuine friendships.  

 Friendships are especially important in today’s increasingly secular and hostile 
environment. 

 But making friends with unbelieving neighbors, co-workers, and family isn’t easy.   
 There are all kinds of obstacles and temptations. 

 It’s easier and much more enjoyable spending time with believers. 
 We can’t relate easily to non-Christians. 

 We’re too busy. 
 We don’t want our kids to be corrupted. 

 We’re scared of their response to the gospel. 

 We often insulate and isolate our lives and avoid friendship with non-Christians. 

 “He entered Jericho and was passing through. And behold, there was a man named 
Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich. And he was seeking to see who 

Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was small in 

stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he 

was about to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and 

said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today.” 
So he hurried and came down and received him joyfully. And when they saw it, they 

all grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” And 
Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to 
the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” And 
Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of 

Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”   Luke 19:1-10   

 Jesus stopped for the lost, let Zacchaeus serve him and ate with him.  
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Proclaiming the Gospel 
Session 3 

 

 

 

 

“Instead of retreating, isolating ourselves, and condemning unbelievers and our 

culture, Jesus calls us to something very different. He desires that we give ourselves 

to the understanding of the culture around us; he urges us to stop condemning the 

world and unbelievers; his passion is for us to listen to his prayer for us, that we 

might be in the world as he was in the world; he is eager for us to imitate him and to 

give our lives gladly to love and to serve non-Christians.  His desire is that we be like 

him, and that we commit ourselves to developing intimate relationships with non-

Christians.  He wants us to teach our church members and our children to do the 

same - no matter what the belief system and the lifestyle of the people around us.” 

~Jerram Barrs  

 

“I’ve always said, you know, that I don’t respect people who don’t proselytize.  I don’t 
respect that at all.  If you believe that there’s a heaven and hell, and people could be 
going to hell, or not getting eternal life or whatever, and you think that, well, it’s not 
really worth telling them this because it would make society awkward.  How much do 

you have to hate somebody to not proselytize?  How much do you have to hate 

somebody to believe that everlasting life is possible and not tell them that?  I mean, if I 

believed beyond a shadow of a doubt that a truck was coming at you, and you didn’t 
believe it, and that truck was bearing down on you, there is a certain point where I 

tackle you.  And this is more important than that.” 

         ~Penn Jillette 

 

“You are in command.  In much the same way the trained soul winner can bring his 

prospect to a decision for Christ.  There is no middle ground as he moves with surety 

and deftness right up to the point of salvation.  It is his conversation control that 

makes this possible.  He knows exactly what he is going to say each step of the way 

and can even anticipate his prospect’s responses.  He’s able to keep the 
conversation focused on the main issue and prevent unrelated materials from being 

introduced.  The controlled conversation technique is something new in evangelism 

and represents a real breakthrough in soul winning….Get your prospect alone. Lay 
your hand firmly on the subject’s shoulder or arm. And say with a semi-commanding 

tone of voice, ‘bow your head with me.’ Note do not look at him when you say this 

but bow your head first. Out of the corner of your eye you will see him hesitate at 

first then as his resistance crumbles his head will come down. Your hand on his 

shoulder will feel the relaxation and you will know when his heart yields. Bowing 

your head first causes terrific psychological pressure.” 
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Initiative Evangelism:  Non-Christians are exposed to the gospel, often outside of their natural 

relationships, through the strategic initiative of Christians. 

 Jesus’ teaching ministry primarily centered around initiative evangelism.  
 And He trained and deployed his disciples (12 and 72) through initiative evangelism. 

 For us it means taking the initiative to share gospel with people we don’t know well. 
 One of the challenges is that this can be the most uncomfortable of the 3 modes. 

 But there are some important benefits.   

 This mode provides the best context for training in sharing the gospel. 

 What I mean is that if you want to learn how to share the gospel you have to go out and 

share the gospel. 

 This mode also provides great motivation for evangelism. 

 
“If you want to develop a burden for the lost, go out and talk to the lost and find out 
how lost they really are. If you desire to have the crucial nature of evangelism branded 

on your heart, go out and do it, and you will become convinced of just how crucial it is. 

If you want to develop the conviction that Jesus does indeed change lives, take His 

life-changing message to others and see if this isn’t 
true.”                                                                               ~Mark 

McCloskey 

 

Lifestyle Evangelism:  Non-Christians are exposed to the gospel through the everyday 

relationships and interactions they have with Christians. 

 We saw this when looked at the story of Jesus befriending and eating with Zacchaeus. 

 And Matthew inviting all his unbelieving friends to a party. 

 This is why our evangelism strategy is Pursue and Proclaim. 

 We want to do everything we can to encourage you to build close friendships with 

friends, family, coworkers, classmates, roommates and others who don’t know Jesus. 
 One of the challenges with lifestyle evangelism is that many Christians hesitate to share 

the gospel with friends because they fear damaging the relationship. 

 And it’s difficult to effectively equip church in the practical “how-to's” of evangelism in 
this mode, because it’s normally unpredictable and drawn out over time. 

 But there are some important benefits.  

 Christians are usually less fearful of sharing the gospel with people they know, than with 

people they don’t. 
 Historically the gospel has often spread along relational lines.  

 

Corporate Witness:  Non-Christians are exposed to the gospel and its effects through contact 

with a corporate body of believers. 

 Jesus said (John 13) unbelievers will know we’re Christ’s disciples by our love for one 
another. 

 We promote our corporate witness by inviting people to our Sunday services. 

 Singing on Sundays - we are singing the words of the gospel. 

 Bringing people to community groups, outreaches, the Bridge, socials.   
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 The challenge of a corporate witness is that it can only impact those who are close 

enough to see and experience it firsthand. 

 And some people aren’t interested in coming to a Christian event. 
 

“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the 

hope that you have.”  I Peter 3:15   

 

Why do we use the law? 

 The law makes us knowledgeable of our sin (Romans 3:20). 

 Defines what thoughts and actions are sinful (Romans 7:7). 

 Reveals our guilt before God and stops us from making excuses (Romans 3:19). 

 Tutors and leads us to trust in Christ.  (Galatians 3:24). 

 

Resources to help us all in evangelism.   

 Proclaimcourse.org  

 Bridgecourse.org 

 

“If sinners will be damned, at least let them leap to hell over our bodies. And if they 

will perish, let them perish with our arms about their knees, imploring them to stay. 

If hell must be filled, at least let it be filled in the teeth of our exertions, and let not 

one go there unwarned and unsprayed for.” 

        ~Charles Spurgeon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


